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The issues we face as we approach FY2019 are even more complex than in prior years. USAC 
notified the FCC on May 6, 2019 via a letter that the funding cap for multi-year and upfront 
payments was breached in FY2018.3 Per the USAC letter, demand under the sub-cap as of 

March 31, 2019 is $237.2 million. USAC cannot issue FY2018 funding commitments without 
guidance from the FCC. As of May 6, 2019, applicants are still waiting for FCL's for FY2018 that 
include multi-year and upfront costs. Applicants were regularly told by USAC that it was 
"processing the request" when applicants inquired as to the status of their funding requests. 
Twenty-five days prior to the existing FY2019 filing deadline, USAC finally files a letter with the 
FCC outlining what many applicants already suspected - that the cap was breached once again. 
It took 10 months after the FY2018 filing window for applicants to be informed. To date, we 
still do not know what the demand for funding was as of July 1, 2018, which we have reason to 

believe was significantly higher than the current total demand as of March 31, 2019 of $648.1 
million. 

Applicants that filed multi-year and upfront funding requests for Fy2018 will now have to 
prepare brand new filings for FY2019. Which is not as simple as just re-filing what was filed 
previously. We now have to modify the funding requests and obtain new documentation from 
service providers, as well as new documentation from within the consortia. There are only 20 
business days in which to accomplish this task, which is not sufficient time. 

We appreciate your consideration. We ask that the FCC direct USAC to extend the filing 
deadline of the FCC Form 462 for FY2019 to June 30, 2019 to give consortium applicants a 
reasonable opportunity to file for funding for FY2019. The FCC has extended the deadline in 
prior funding years, and we ask that you do the same for FY2019. 

s� 

Matthew Schumacher 
Director of Technology 
Altru Regional Telehealth Network 

3 USAC letter to the FCC dated May 6, 2019, https:ijecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/10503215199921/universal.pdf 
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